
6TH WORLD ONE HEALTH CONGRESS
30 OCT – 3 NOV 2020   #WOHC2020 VIRTUAL EDITION

PRE COVID-19
Since its birth, the One Health Platform believes that 
ambitions to capitalize on the gains made in the fight 
against infectious diseases will only be realized if 
underpinned by strong, global partnerships, where 
global health security experts and One Health scientists 
connect, exchange information and set up lasting 
collaborations. One way to do that is by organizing the 
World One Health Congresses (previously known as the 
International One Health Congress).

IMPACT OF COVID-19 –  
SHIFT TO VIRTUAL EDITION
COVID-19 has clearly shown that responding to pandemic 
threats requires global cooperation and global 
participation. Combined with the growing globalization 
of health risks and the importance of the human-animal 
interface in the evolution and emergence of pathogens, 
the only solution is a One Health approach.

In addition, this pandemic has transformed the way 
scientists and clinicians communicate and share 
information during a fast moving health crisis. This raises 
questions on how to deal with “infodemics” or with “bad 
information”; how to “evaluate” rumours; and how to 
ensure the benefits of rapid information sharing can 
outweigh the disadvantages of secrecy. 

The One Health Platform and its partners felt that it was 

very important to connect and come together with the 
One Health Community.

The One Health Platform still had hoped  to reschedule 
the 6th World One Health Congress “live version” later at 
the end of October-early November, but it became clear 
that large gatherings would have been still prohibited 
and existing travel bans for some countries would still 
be in place. Additionally we wanted to prioritize the 
health and safety of our faculty and attendees. 

We have therefore decided to go ‘virtual’, and to make 
the 6th World One Health Congress a virtual congress.  
It turned out that this was the right choice, because end 
October, beginning November the world was still in the 
middle of the pandemic.

However, the shift to a virtual edition was not an easy 
one.

There were no existing platforms that met our 
requirements. Hence we had to write the software for 
our own virtual platform. And during the dates of the 
actual Congress, we built a TV studio to secure the live 
sessions.

Furthermore we had to re-work the programme. One 
could not just copy/paste a programme “on ground” 
to a virtual one. And we had to secure recordings of all 
sessions and re-work them (editing) to sessions. Next 
to that, we had a lot of technical challenges: release of 
sessions (streaming via 4 channels), interactivity of the 
virtual platform etc….
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Because of the fact that we were in the middle of a 
raging pandemic and the majority of our scientists were 
working on getting the pandemic under control, we 
opened up our programme and decided to launch a call 
for abstracts on SARS-CoV-2 / COVID-19.

Topics were:

•	 Virology and epidemiology 
•	 Pathogenesis and clinical manifestations 
•	 Intervention strategies (diagnostics, vaccines, 

antivirals, antibodies and biological  response 
modifiers) 

•	 Clinical and outbreak management 
•	 A completely new culture of doing research : the 

outbreak changed how scientists communicate 

Abstracts were accepted till 18 September 2020.

This action resulted in 7 COV sessions out of 76 sessions 
and 17 lectures our of 239 lectures.

The COV track was an extra programme track in the 
Congress.

In the first half of 2020, the BTSG was heavily involved 
in the selection of abstracts of relevance to Global 
Health Security. By flagging the abstracts relevant to 

global health security, they were clearly visible in the 
programme: thus, effectively creating an additional 
track ‘GLOBAL HEALTH SECURITY‘, spread out over the 
parallel sessions of the One Health Science, AMR and 
Science Policy Interface tracks, Keynotes, Special Partner 
Sessions and COVID-19/SARS-CoV-2 sessions. 

19 sessions from 76 in total connected One Health 
Science and Global Health Security

78 lectures from 239 in total connected One Health 
Science and Global Health Security

Furthermore the One Health Platform decided  to make 
the 6th World One Health Congress more than a week’s 
virtual event. It was the start of the creation of a Virtual 
Scientific Knowledge Center on One Health. 

During the week’s virtual Congress, we have “fed” our 
Virtual Scientific Knowledge Center on One Health with 
our regular – abstract driven - programme, statements 
and information from our partners, scientific profiles 
of all presenters (poster and oral) and their work and 
personal profiles of 1.785 participants. We had 991 
posters.

This was our programme:

FRIDAY 30 OCTOBER 2020
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SATURDAY 31 OCTOBER 2020
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SUNDAY 1 NOVEMBER 2020
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MONDAY 2 NOVEMBER 2020
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TUESDAY 3 NOVEMBER 2020
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We offered all our partners a Partner’s Hub – virtual 
pages where they could present themselves. Hubs 
were connected to the personal profile pages of  
representatives of the partners and sessions connected 
to the partner. 

In total we hosted 28 hubs: 
•	 Zoetis
•	 ZELS 
•	 World Vaccine Congress 
•	 WHO
•	 WHO/Fondation Mérieux
•	 VAXVOX
•	 University of Glasgow
•	 University of Edinburgh
•	 Fleming Fund
•	 BMJ
•	 VetRed
•	 Bloomsbury
•	 Sefari
•	 SACIDS
•	 OH Outlook
•	 OHP
•	 One Health EJP
•	 One Health Commission
•	 International Society for Vaccines
•	 ISID
•	 IDRC
•	 Moore Foundation
•	 GAC
•	 ESWI
•	 Elsevier
•	 DTRA
•	 Bavarian Nordic
•	 Asclepius
•	 Africa CDC

The One Health Platform Fellowship 
Programme was founded to provide 
select early career researchers and 
scientists from low- and middle-
income countries the opportunity to 
share their research, to gain skills 
and experience. The Fellowship 
Programme aims at building the 
capacities of young promising 
researchers in developing countries 
through networking and engaging with 
counterparts and world-class scientists 
in their field. 

They will develop professional relationships within a 
global network of One Health, public health and global 
health security experts, thus gain invaluable experience 
on a world stage. 

The Fellowship Programme is funded through donations 
from not-for-profit organizations, charitable foundations 
as well as government agencies. The US Defense and 
Threat Reduction Agency contributed the majority of 
the funding for the 6th World One Health Congress 
Fellowship Fund. In close consultation with DTRA, grants 
will primarily be awarded to excellent young scientists 
from LMIC based on the strength of their abstract, their 
commitment to give back to their communities, and use 
their learning experience as agents of change in the 
public and scientific sector of their country of origin. 

The programme connects fellows to a rich network 
of scientists, public health officials and global health 
security experts to help them consider best practices 
and lessons learned and reflect on and enhance their 
One Health advocacy promotion efforts in their home 
countries. 
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